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Spence™ Type VB Vacuum Breakers

Features
•	 Prevents possible equipment damage
•	 Improves system efficiency
•	 Maintenance-free operation
•	 Easy installation

Introduction
The Type VB vacuum breaker is a simple device, 
which provides a dependable means of relieving an 
unwanted vacuum condition. The rugged brass body 
construction provides for long life. With three different 
NPT sizes available, installation is simple.

Figure 1. Type VB Vacuum Breaker
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Specifications
The Specifications section gives some general specifications for the Type VB vacuum breaker. The nameplates give 
detailed information for a specific vacuum breaker as built in the factory.

1. The pressure/temperature limits in this Bulletin and any applicable standard or code limitation should not be exceeded.

Body Sizes
NPS 1/8, 1/2 and 3/4 / DN 6, 15 and 20

End Connection Style
NPT

Maximum Inlet Pressure(1)

125 psig / 8.6 barg

Maximum Inlet Temperature(1)

350°F / 177°C

Break Point Pressure(1)

Horizontal: 0.36 psi / 0.02 bar
Vertical: 0.36 psi / 0.02 bar 

Applications
Condensate Lines 
Heating Coils 
Heat Exchangers 
Jacketed Kettles 
Make-Up Air Coils 
One Pipe Steam Non-Electric Valves
Steam Boilers 
Storage Heaters 
Steam Mains 
Textile Dry Cans
Unit Heaters

Ordering Information
When ordering, complete the ordering guide on this 
page. Refer to the Specifications section. Review the 
description to the right of each specification and the 
information in each referenced table or figure. Specify 
your choice whenever a selection is offered.

Ordering Guide 
Body Sizes (Select One)

NPS 1/8 / DN 6 
NPS 1/2 / DN 15
NPS 3/4 / DN 20

Principle of Operation
If the vacuum increases (decrease in absolute 
pressure) beyond the setpoint, the vacuum breaker 
opens. A soft resilient Ethylene Propylene Diene 
Monomer (EPDM) seat provides quiet opening 
and closing. This combined with the internal spring 
prevents “chatter” when the valve is operating.

Installation
Always install the Type VB in a vertical position with 
the system connection on the bottom.
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Figure 2. Type VB Vacuum Breaker Dimension

TYPE VB  
NPS 1/8 / DN 6

TYPE VB  
NPS 1/2 / DN 15

TYPE VB  
NPS 3/4 / DN 20

1.452 / 36.9

2.045 / 51.9

2.179 / 55.3

1.053 / 26.7

0.824 / 20.9

0.824 / 20.9

IN. / mm
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